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Abstract: 

Gathering the results of clinical trials that have investigated the effectiveness of homeopathic 

medication is the primary objective of this meta-analysis. The medical establishment is still 

debating whether or not homeopathy, a form of complementary and alternative medicine, is 

beneficial in treating a range of illnesses. randomized controlled trials, observational studies, 

and meta-analyses that looked at how well homeopathic remedies worked from 2000 to 2024. 

Psychological disorders, short-term physical ailments, and chronic health problems are all part 

of the scope of this study. After controlling for the placebo effect, the data were evaluated to 

determine the general efficacy, particular indications, and possible adverse effects of 

homeopathy. Some studies indicated significant improvements in health outcomes when 

compared to placebo or conventional treatments, while others came to no different conclusions. 

issues with doing rigorous homeopathy research, patient expectations, and trial quality 

Keywords: Homeopathy, efficacy, clinical trials, systematic review, randomized controlled 

trials 

Introduction: 

Homeopathy is an alternative medical approach that was developed by Samuel Hahnemann in 

the late 18th century. According to the premise of "like cures like," which states that chemicals 

that produce symptoms in healthy people can be used, in extremely diluted proportions, to treat 

comparable symptoms in sick people, homeopathy was developed. Over the course of the 

years, homeopathy has been increasingly popular as a method of treating chronic health 

conditions, allergies, and disorders that are associated with psychological stress. However, 

despite this, there has been a continuous debate among medical professionals over the 

dependability of homeopathic treatments and the effectiveness of these remedies in clinical 

settings. Because there is a lack of substantial proof establishing the usefulness of homeopathic 

medicines, many people in the medical and research communities continue to be skeptical of 

these therapies. This is despite the fact that there have been numerous positive reports regarding 

homeopathic medicines. the outcomes of homeopathic treatment, as demonstrated by the 

findings of scientific research. Thru an analysis of randomized controlled trials (RCTs), 

observational studies, and meta-analyses that have been conducted over the course of the past 

twenty years, the purpose of this study is to provide a comprehensive and up-to-date summary 

of the scientific findings concerning homeopathy. The purpose of this review is to examine the 

evidence that supports and contradicts the use of homeopathy as a therapeutic modality. More 

specifically, it will compare homeopathy to placebo and conventional medicine. Additionally, 

this study will investigate potential therapeutic areas in which homeopathy may demonstrate 

https://journalofthewest.com/jw


 

Journal of the West 
ISSN: 0022-5169 / E-ISSN: 1930-0115 
https://journalofthewest.com/jw 

 

 

JOW, Fall 2026, Vol. 65, No. 2 
379 

potential. This study is extremely relevant since there is a growing interest in complementary 

and integrative medicine techniques, and there are an increasing number of people who are 

looking for alternatives to conventional medical treatments. It is essential to employ a 

scientifically rigorous methodology when examining homeopathy. This involves taking into 

consideration a number of factors, including the placebo effect, the quality of the studies, and 

the challenges associated with researching alternative medicine. The objective of this review 

is to contribute to the ongoing discussion over the function of homeopathy in modern 

healthcare by delivering information that is of use to the relevant audience. 

An Introduction to Homeopathy's Theory 

Homeopathy is a system of medicine that presupposes that substances with negative effects on 

healthy individuals may, in very dilute forms, ameliorate the same symptoms felt by sick 

people. The term "like cures like," originally coined by homoeopathy's founder Samuel 

Hahnemann in the late 18th century, encapsulates this concept. In contrast to the conventional 

practices of his time, which often involved the use of harmful chemicals and bloodletting as 

treatments, Hahnemann's idea marked a substantial departure. He postulated that a substance's 

therapeutic efficacy may be enhanced thru succussion, a method of diluting and potentizing 

(shaken vigorously). 

1. Principles of Homeopathic Treatment 

Homeopathy is grounded in three central principles: 

• Law of Similars (Like Cures Like): This rule states that, when given to a sick 

individual in extremely diluted form, a drug that can cause symptoms in a healthy 

person can actually alleviate those same symptoms. 

• Law of Infinitesimal Doses: This theory states that the more a remedy is diluted and 

succussed (vigorously shaken), the more effective it will be as a remedy. The "memory" 

of the material in water or alcohol is what gives homoeopathic remedies their healing 

ability, according to homoeopaths, even after diluting the original substance to the point 

where no molecules of the substance remain. 

• Law of Individualization: Homoeopathy places an emphasis on tailoring treatment to 

each patient, taking into account not just the symptoms of illness but also their general 

psychological, physiological, and emotional health when selecting a remedy. Every 

patient is treated as an individual with their own set of symptoms and predispositions 

in homoeopathy, which is emphasised by this idea. 

2. Mechanisms of Action: Theories and Hypotheses 

The exact processes behind homeopathy's supposed effects are still up for debate, despite the 

practice's immense popularity. There are a number of hypotheses: 

• Water Memory Theory: The theory that the solvents used to dilute homoeopathic 

treatments "remember" the original material is one of the most talked-about ones. 

Though contentious, this theory proposes that water molecules somehow hold a 

"memory" of substances diluted in them, giving them medicinal qualities. 

• Nanostructures in Water: While homoeopathic treatments are diluted and succussed 

in water, some researchers have speculated that they may produce nanostructures in the 
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solution. There may be undiscovered ways in which these nanostructures affect 

biological systems. 

• Placebo and Psychosomatic Effects: Patients believe in the treatment, leading to 

apparent improvements in health; this phenomenon is known as the placebo effect, and 

it is another popular theory to explain the effects of homoeopathy. Results from 

homoeopathy may also be due to psychological variables including suggestion's 

potency and the therapeutic rapport between doctor and patient. 

3. Homeopathy: A Historical Overview and Evolutionary Chart 

Germans invented homeopathy in the late 18th century as a response to the harshness and 

ineffectiveness of conventional medicine. Samuel Hahnemann, a physician dissatisfied with 

conventional medicine of his day, sought a gentler and more empathetic approach to healing. 

His research on the anti-malarial effects of cinchona bark led him to formulate the Law of 

Similars. Many people, particularly in the Western Hemisphere, have been drawn to 

homeopathy over the years. 

Homeopathy, which had rapid growth in the 1800s, had a number of important figures, such as 

doctors and public figures, who became advocates for the practice by the late 1800s. The germ 

theory of disease and the development of conventional medicine began to cast doubt on 

homeopathy in the early 20th century. 

Doctors around the world are still giving their patients homeopathic remedies, proving that 

homeopathy can overcome obstacles. Homeopathy has broad application in contemporary 

medicine, from the treatment of acute conditions like the flu and cold to chronic conditions like 

arthritis, depression, and asthma. 

4. Controversies and Criticisms 

Even now, homeopathy is a contentious topic. Skeptics argue that homeopathic principles 

contradict numerous well-established scientific notions, including the laws of mass action, 

chemistry, and physics. Because homeopathic medications are so dilute—sometimes 

exceeding Avogadro's number, the point at which no molecules of the original chemical 

remain—they pose a challenge to the conventional idea of pharmacology. 

There has been no proof that homeopathic treatments work any better than a placebo, despite 

a mountain of evidence to the contrary. A large portion of the homeopathic community, 

however, maintains that the nuances of homeopathic treatment may be beyond the scope of 

present scientific methods. In order to discover homeopathy's true potential, they call for 

additional comprehensive research. 

A combination of long-standing historical ideas and more contemporary scientific and 

philosophical breakthroughs forms the theoretical basis of homeopathy. Despite skeptics, 

homoeopathy—which seeks to treat the whole person by addressing not only their physical 

ailments but also their mental and emotional health—remains popular today. The gap between 

its theoretical underpinnings and empirical evidence has to be filled in with more research. 

Conclusion 

Lastly, this study of homoeopathy's history stresses the practice's historical significance while 

bringing attention to the ongoing debate regarding its scientific foundation and efficacy. The 

principles of homeopathy, which are based on the ideas of "like cures like," the tiny dose, and 
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individualized treatment, continue to attract both proponents and opponents of this innovative 

healthcare technique. A substantial amount of research has not yielded a conclusive result; 

while some studies have demonstrated encouraging outcomes for particular illnesses, others 

have not demonstrated any improvement over a placebo. As for the underlying mechanisms of 

homeopathic treatment, several theories have been put out but not proven, such as water 

memory and nanostructures. Because of the potential influence of psychological and placebo 

effects on patient outcomes, it is challenging to conduct clinical evaluations of homeopathic 

treatments. A vital component of complementary and alternative medicine, homeopathy 

persists in drawing practitioners and patients from across the globe despite these challenges. 

The holistic method still has significance for those seeking more natural and personalized 

treatments since it considers the complete person, not just their symptoms. The scientific 

community must prioritize better-planned, larger-scale projects. These studies must overcome 

current methodological hurdles, such as the placebo effect and remedy standardization, in order 

to provide a more realistic image of homeopathy's real therapeutic potential. Although 

homoeopathy's place in modern healthcare is debatable, the holistic concepts it lays forth offer 

helpful guidance on patient-centered care that could augment conventional medicine as part of 

an interdisciplinary effort to improve health. 
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